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The Power of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Speaker Series 

The Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (D,E&I) Speaker Series features four thought leaders and 
diversity professionals whose scholarship, leadership and advocacy enhance efforts to 
present diverse ideas, perspectives and viewpoints to inspire greater understanding and 
appreciation for inclusive excellence. 

Title Sponsor   → $5,000 (Exclusive) 
• Digital marketing materials read “The Power of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Speaker 

Series Presented By ‘Your Company’” 
• Special sponsor mention during event opening 
• Logo to be featured prominently on all digital marketing materials 
• Name/logo featured in radio, TV, newspaper advertisements and press releases when 

possible. 
• Looped public service announcement for your company at each event (60 second spots) 
• Company logo as event sponsor on Hispanic Chamber website with link 
 
Speaker Sponsor → $1,000 (4 Available) 
• Name/logo featured during a Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Speaker Series event 
• Special sponsor mention during event opening 
 
Corporate Table Sponsor → $250 
• Table of 10 with company logo featured on event collateral (Pending current COVID-19 state 

guidelines) 

 
Banner Sponsor → $100  
• Opportunity to display company pop-up banner at a Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Speaker 

Series event 
 
Series Event Fees 
• Chamber Member Fee:  $20.00 
• Chamber Member Prospect: $25.00 
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2021 The Power of Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion Speaker Series Schedule 
 
Thursday, April 15, 4:30 - 6:00pm      John Register 
 
Thursday, July 15, 4:30 - 6:00pm      Kelly McDonald 
 
Thursday, September 16, 4:30 - 6:00pm     Juana Bordas 
 
Thursday,  October 21, 4:30 - 6:00pm     Dr. Regina Lewis 
 





 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

 

 

Since childhood, sports have been John Register’s passion. A born athlete, he began swimming 

competitively at a young age, and soon added baseball, football and eventually track and field to his 

repertoire. 

 

In 1988, John qualified for the Olympic trials in the 110m hurdles, and again in 1992 for the 400m 

hurdles. With these accomplishments, he seemed destined to compete as a member of the 1996 

Olympic Team. On May 17, 1994, however, his life would be forever altered with one misstep over the 

hurdle. 

 
A faulty landing hyper-extended John’s left knee, resulting in a severed popiliteal artery. An attempt to 

reconstruct the artery using a vein from his right leg failed; within days, gangrene turned the muscle 

black, and amputation was suggested. The alternative was a useless left knee and ankle, which would 

restrict his movements to a wheelchair for mobility. 

Though the experience was devastating, John refused to be stopped by the injury. With a strong faith in 



Christ and the support of his wonderfully supportive wife Alice, he chose amputation, and through the 

use of a prosthetic leg, he walked again – and eventually ran. 

 

John with Arkansas Teammates Lorenzo Brown, Joe Falcon, and Matthew Taylor after winning 
Distance Medley Relay at Penn Relays. 

 
During his long journey to recovery, John began using sports as a conduit to rehabilitation. At the 

Brooke Army Medical Center (http://www.bamc.amedd.army.mil/), he began swimming for 

cardiovascular fitness. It was during the first few swim sessions with his personal coach that an 

inspiration to compete again was born. After only 18 months of rehabilitation and training, John 

qualified for – and made – the 1996 Paralympic Team, competing in Atlanta, Ga. in the 50m freestyle. 

He also competed in the finals of the 4x400m-medley relay, swimming the anchor. 

 
While watching closed-circuit television in Athlete Village during his first Paralympics, John observed 

athletes with one leg running and jumping on the track. Excited by what he saw, an idea was birthed, and 

after being fitted with a running prosthesis, he set a goal of competing in track and field at the 2000 

Paralympic Games, in Sydney, Australia. 

 
Not only did John begin to run, he began to make history! Two years after his first run with an artificial 

http://www.bamc.amedd.army.mil/
http://www.bamc.amedd.army.mil/
http://www.bamc.amedd.army.mil/


leg, he earned the Silver medal in the long jump at the 2000 Paralympic Games and set the American 

long jump record in the process with a distance of 5.41 meters (17.8feet). He also sprinted to 5th 

place in both the 100 and 200m dashes 

 

John’s life has truly come full circle in his transformation from All-American long jumper to 

Paralympic Silver medalist. His exceptional story of courage and inspiration led him to found 

Inspired Communications, where he serves as inspirational speaker, helping his audiences apply life 

lessons learned through times of testing to focus on what is possible. 

 

John raises arms celebrating his silver medal jump! 

“I did not overcome the loss of my limb. To overcome the loss would mean I’d have to grow it back. 

What I overcame were the limits I placed on myself and that others placed on me. This is what is 

universal for all of us to overcome.” John Register 



 
His powerful keynote, “Hurdling Adversity”, challenges audiences both young and old to unleash the 

inspiration in them. John has been a spokesperson for Hartford Insurance Company, the American 

Plastics Council, the Ohio Willow Wood Company, and Disabled Sports USA. He has been a solutions 

engine for more than 50 companies, and featured on numerous national television programs, to include: 

PAX TV’s “It’s A Miracle” with Richard Thomas, FOX’s “The Edge” with Paula Zahn, NBC’s “Weekend 

Today Show” with Sara James, and MSNBC’s “Morning Blend” with Solidad O’Brian. He has also been 

profiled several times in The New York Times, The Washington Post, ESPN Magazine and the Washington 

Kid’s Post. 

 
Subsequent to his 1994 amputation, John remained active with the military- first as a civilian employee of 

the Army working as a sports specialist with the Army’s World Class Athlete Program, then as a program 

specialist with the 

U.S. Army B.O.S.S. (Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers) Program at the Community and Family 

Support Center (CFSC) Headquarters in Alexandria, VA. 

 
In 2003, he accepted a position with the United States Olympic Committee (USOC), and birthed the 

USOC Paralympic Military Program, which uses sports to assist in the recovery of wounded, ill or 

injured service members. The program which serves both active duty and retired military 

personnel has impacted thousands in creating their new normal. 

 
Register is both volunteer and civic-minded, and frequently engages in peer mentor visits at military and 

veteran hospitals, serves on numerous boards, and was one of 35 co-chairs who acted as a surrogate for 

President Obama’s 2012 re-election. 

 
John is married to the former Alice Johnson. The couple has two children (John Jr. , 29, and Ashley, 21). John 

also is the father of Ron Register, 30. Alice and John reside in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
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Kelly McDonald 
 
Kelly McDonald is a marketing and advertising specialist and considered one of the nation’s 
top experts in consumer trends, generational differences and leveraging the customer 
experience.  She is the founder of McDonald Marketing, which has twice been named one of 
the “Top Ad Agencies in the U.S.” by Advertising Age magazine and ranked as one of the 
fastest-growing independently-owned companies in the U.S. by Inc. Magazine. 

 
She has been featured on CNBC, in Forbes Magazine, BusinessWeek, Fast Company, on 
CNNMoney.com and on SiriusXM Radio. 
  
Her client experience includes iconic brands such as Toyota, State Farm, Nike, Harley-
Davidson, Miller-Coors and Sherwin-Williams. 
  
In addition to her extensive public speaking experience, she is also the author of three 
bestselling books: 
 
Her latest, "How to Work With & Lead People Not Like You", was #9 on the list of Bestselling 
Business Books of 2017. 
  
Her first, “How to Market to People Not Like You”, was #7 on the list of Bestselling Business 
Books of 2011 

  
Her second book, “Crafting the Customer Experience for People Not Like You”, was #5 on the 
list of Bestselling Business Books of 2013 

  
Kelly is originally from Milwaukee, Wisconsin and graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin – Madison.  She now lives in Denver, Colorado.  When she’s not speaking and 
traveling for business, she enjoys hiking in the mountains and being outside.  And shopping 
for high heels. 
 
Kelly is a Certified Virtual Speaker, which independently verifies through eSpeakers that a 
professional speaker has the right equipment, the right environment, and the right skill level 
to deliver an amazing virtual experience for every customer. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mcdonaldmarketing.com/
https://inthebooks.800ceoread.com/bestsellers/articles/800-ceo-read-s-2017-bestsellers
https://inthebooks.800ceoread.com/bestsellers/articles/800-ceo-read-s-2017-bestsellers
http://inthebooks.800ceoread.com/8cr-bestsellers/articles/the-bestsellers-of-2011
http://inthebooks.800ceoread.com/8cr-bestsellers/articles/the-bestsellers-of-2011
http://inthebooks.800ceoread.com/news/articles/800-ceo-read-s-2013-bestsellers


About Juana Bordas

Juana as a young girl leaving Nicaragua with 
her mother Maria and her brothers and sisters

http://www.lbff.us/
http://www.lbff.us/
http://www.cogreatwomen.org/bordas.htm
http://www.cogreatwomen.org/bordas.htm


Regina A. Lewis, Ph.D.
Leadership & Culture Responsiveness 
Consultant 

Experience
Dr. Regina Lewis leads and has alliances with worldwide organizations, specializing in leader-
ship development and organizational communication. With clients ranging from Fortune 500 
companies through not-for-profit agencies to educational institutions, Dr. Lewis’ proven special-
ty is leadership, professional excellence, culture inclusion, coaching, strategic development, and 
executive public speaking coaching. 

Regina is a consulting partner, national speaker, and director of ReginaSpeaking, LLC. Through 
her firm she has worked with executives, groups, and organizations in Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, 
Korea, Japan, Germany, Ethiopia and the United States.

Dr. Lewis has presented and facilitated on topics of diversity and inclusion, cross-cultural lever-
aging, strategic planning, executive speaking, interpersonal communication, personal profes-
sional development, media & public relations, social media communication, understanding and 
climbing out of poverty, and retention.

Current Role
Dr. Lewis is the department chair and instructor of Communication and the director of the 
Women’s Forum at Pikes Peak Community College. She is an adjunct professor of Freshmen 
Seminar at the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, and serves as an executive coach 
for the Center for Creative Leadership. 

Educational Background
Dr. Lewis holds a doctorate in Educational Leadership, Research and Policy, a Master of Arts in 
Communication, a Bachelor of Arts in Communication, and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. 
She is also certified in an array of assessment tools, to include LM360, Firo Business, Work-
place Big 5, and Emotional Intelligence. Additionally, Dr. Lewis is a certified trainer of Bridges 
Out of Poverty, College Achievement Alliance. 

Selected Publications and Presentations
With focus areas of diversity, leadership, preparedness of future leaders, and instructional deliv-
ery platforms online, Dr. Lewis is published in books, journals, and higher educational texts. 
Additionally, Regina has presented her research and conducted workshop nationally and inter-
nationally. 




